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who killed the rich ruling class and confiscated their possessions are
identical.

"Marquis, should such dangerous thoughts take root in our country
riots would be a daily occurrence. Where would we be then? Listen
to Matsukata and me. We are more than ten years older and wiser than
you. At eighty, one sees things clearly."

Saionji remained cool.

After a while, the Field Marshal smiled apologetically. "I often take
things too seriously these days. Don't mind what I say."

"You are always taking the affairs of state seriously."

Both smoked for some time before Yamagata resumed: "I suppose
you have made up the prospective members of your party, Marquis."

"Yes, Genro, the Foreign Minister gave me a list of the official mem-
bers. Makino Shinken is to assist me as my chief lieutenant. Ambassa-
dor Chinda at St. James's Court and Ambassador Matsui at Paris will
join us, besides legal, army and naval experts and others."

"I see." The Field Marshal nodded.

"But my private party will include my young servant, Ohana, young
Prince Konoe Fumimaro in whose future I have great hope, and my
daughter Shinko and her husband." Saionji smiled broadly when he
mentioned his daughter's name,

"Ah, Marquis, you are fortunate to have your two children; I envy
you. Ito used to say the same thing. Our children all died in their in-
fancy except one daughter. I have no complaints about my adopted
son. I suppose it is a human weakness to long for one's own offspring"
He studied the deep lines on his bronzed hands. "So you are going to
take her to Paris, eh?"

"You see, Field Marshal, many years ago, when Shinko was still in
school, I encouraged her to study by saying that if she could master
the French language I would some day take her to France. She remem-
bered that promise-and I don't want to leave her husband alone at
home with their children; they have, or rather I have, three grandsons
and three granddaughters,"

For some time Saionji proudly talked of his grandchildren.

"Why doesn't Matsukata come?" the Field Marshal murmured.

That brought their conversation back to official business,

"I suppose/* Genro Yamagata resumed, "that Nippon can get hold
of those former German territories in Asia, namely, the South Sea;
Islands and Tsingtao, from which our forces swept the Germans away
early in the war,"